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JAPANESE  LEAF  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
DOWN;  EXPORTS  UP 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  the  Japanese  Monopoly  Corporation 
(JMC)  during  January -April  1957  amounted  to  U.3  million  pounds,  compared 
with  8.2  million  last  year.    The  decline  occurred  in  reduced  takings  from 
the  United  States,  India,  and  Turkey,  while  imports  from  Greece  were  sub- 
stantially above  the  January -April  1956  level.    Imports  from  the  United 
States,  mainly  flue -cured,  amounted  to  3»9  million  pounds,  2.1  million  be- 
low the  January-April  195&  level  of  6.0  million.    Takings  from  India,  most- 
ly sun-cured,  were  nil,  whereas  they  were  2.0  million  pounds  last  year. 
Combined  takings  of  oriental  leaf  from  Greece  and  Turkey  rose  from  192,000 
pounds  in  January -April  1956  to  ^59,000  pounds  in  January -April  1957 • 

Japanese  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  for  the  calendar  year  1957  are  ex- 
pected to  be  considerably  smaller  than  those  of  1956  due  to  large  stocks 
now  held  by  JMC.    Stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  on  December  31  for  each  of  the 
past  3  years  have  been:     310.8  million  pounds  in  195^-,  39^»6  million  in 
1955,  and  502.6  million  in  1956. 

Japanese  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  the  first  k  months  of  1957 
amounted  to  3«8  million  pounds  and  exceeded  exports  in  all  previous  calen- 
dar years  since  l^hh.    Most  of  the  increase  was  in  larger  shipments, 
principally  Burley,  to  West  Germany,  Belgium,and  the  Netherlands.  Exports 
of  Burley  amounted  to  2.8  million  pounds  and  represented  73.5  percent  of 
total  shipments.    Japan's  first  shipments  of  Burley  began  during  the  latter 
part  of  1956.    Shipments  of  flue-cured  and  native  type  tobaccos  were  also 
larger  than  last  year. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Japan,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

January-April  1956  and  1957 


Country  of  destination 

January-April 

;          1956  ; 

• 

Janua  ry - Ap  r i 1 
[  1957 

• 
• 

.      1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

West  Germany  ,  

• 

•                11  ■ 

:  1,790 

Netherlands , 

:  33 

1  886 

:  271 

Hong  Kong  , 

•                            _  _ 

•  2Qk 

20 

•  267 

1^3 

:  331 

• 

, ..•  256 

• 
t 

:  3,029 

Source:     Japan  Monopoly  Corporation 
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WEST  GERMAN  LEAF  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  CONTINUE  TO  RISE 

Duty-paid  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  West  German  manufac- 
turers continued  upward  through  the  first  quarter  of  1957,  reflecting  the 
rise  in  output  of  products.    Imports  amounted  to  37 • 7  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  33.9  million  in  January-March  1956.    Takings  of  all  types  of 
tobaccos  increased. 

Imports  of  U.  S.  leaf  were  1.6  million  pounds  larger  than  the 
January-March  1956  level  of  12. h  million.    Combined  takings  of  non-U.  S. 
flue -cured  from  Canada,  Japan,  Thailand,  India,  Communist  China,  Italy, 
and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  doubled  from  1.1  million 
pounds  in  January -March  1956  to  2.2  million  in  January-March  1957.  Total 
imports  of  oriental  tobaccos  from  Greece,  Turkey,  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria, 
Hungary,  and  the  Soviet  Union  amounted  to  13.6  million  pounds — 3.8  per- 
cent above  the  13.1  million  imported  during  the  first  quarter  last  year. 
Total  takings  of  cigar  leaf  amounted  to  12.8  million  pounds,  compared  with 
10.3  million  in  January-March  1956. 

Average  reported  prices  paid  for  unstemmed  leaf  by  West  German  manu- 
facturers from  various  countries  during  January-March  1957;  in  terms  of 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  were:  India — 28. 2;  Communist  China — 28.5;  Thailand — 
30.8;  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland— i+1.9;  Japan— ^3.9;  Canada — 48.6; 
and  the  United  States — 65. 7«  Prices  paid  for  oriental  leaf  were:  Hungary — 
3^.7;  Bulgaria — 3^.8;  Yugoslavia — 1+5.2;  the  Soviet  Union — V7.9;  Greece — 6l.l 
and  Turkey— 62.7. 

FRANCE  INTRODUCES  NEW  PIPE  TOBACCO 

The  French  Tobacco  Monopoly  has  introduced  a  new  brand  of  pipe  tobacco 
with  a  flavor  resembling  "Balto"  cigarettes,  which  are  made  primarily  of 
U.  S.  leaf.    This  new  "scaferlati"  is  blended  to  satisfy  an  existing  con- 
sumer demand  for  a  pipe  tobacco  with  the  "Balto"  flavor.    However,  it  is 
made  from  non-U.  S.  tobaccos    specially  sauced  to  achieve  the  desired  taste. 

COLOMBIA'S  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  UP 

Leaf  tobacco  exports  from  Colombia  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957 
totaled  k.2  million  pounds,  1.2  million  higher  than  the  January-March  1956 
level  of  3*0  million.    Larger  shipments  to  West  Germany,  Algeria,  Belgium, 
and  Morocco  accounted  for  the  increase.    Exports  to  West  Germany  amounted 
to  3.0  million  pounds,  compared  with  2.1  million  in  January -March  19 56. 
Average  reported  prices  paid  for  Colombian  leaf  by  various  countries,  in 
terms  of  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  at  the  free-market  rate  of  exchange,  were: 
Belgium--5.0;  Morocco— 6.8;  France — 7.2;  Algeria— 7.7;  and  West  Germany— 
10.1. 
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CANADA  EXPECTS  RECORD 
FLUE-CURED  CROP  IN  1957 

Canada  expects  a  record  crop  of  flue-cured  tobacco  in  1957  — 
175  million  pounds.    The  previous  record  crop,  173  million  pounds,  was 
grown  in  195^ t    Ontario  growers  were  allowed  to  plant  their  base  acreage 
of  127,000  acres  in  1957,  but  they  planted  only  122,000  acres,  due  to 
competition  from  other  crops.    In  addition,  6,100  acres  of  flue  were 
planted  in  Quebec  and  75  acres  in  British  Columbia. 

The  Burley  crop  is  forecast  at  9  million  pounds,  compared  with  7 
million  in  1956.    Much  of  the  crop  will  consist  of  new  light-bodied 
cigarette  varieties  recommended  by  tobacco  buyers.    These  improved 
varieties  have  increased  the  demand  for  Canadian  Burley. 

SPANISH  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  UP 

Cigarette  output  in  Spain  during  1956  totaled  16.0  billion  pieces, 
compared  with  lk.2  billion  in  1955*    Production  of  cigars  rose  from  87.5 
million  pieces  in  1955  "to  90*8  million  in  1956.    Output  of  cut  and  smoking 
tobacco,  totaling  28.6  million  pounds,  was  7  percent  below  the  1955  level 
of  30.7  million. 

CANARY  ISLANDS    TURNING  OUT  MORE 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTS 

Cigarette  output  in  the  Canary  Islands  during  1956,  totaling  755 
million  pieces,  was  about  25  percent  larger  than  the  1955  level  of  605 
million.    Production  of  cigars  rose  from  15*3  million  pieces  in  1955  "to 
17.1  million  in  1956.    Combined  output  of  cut  and  smoking  tobacco  amounted 
to  7.1  million  pounds,  compared  with  6.3  million  in  1955 • 

PAKISTAN'S  FLUE-CURED  CROP  DAMAGED 

The  standing  crop  of  flue-cured  tobacco  in  the  Mardan  area  of  Pakistan 
is  reported  to  have  been  badly  damaged  by  heavy  rains  and  aphid  infesta- 
tion.   The  crop  has  been  affected  so  badly  that  area  grower  associations 
are  attempting  to  obtain  government  loans  as  a  relief  measure. 

KOREA  BUYS  RICE  FOR 
IMPORT  FROM  TAIWAN 

Korea  recently  signed  a  contract  with  Taiwan  for  the  importation  of 
30,000  metric  tons  of  rice.    The  agreed  price  is  $1^7  per  metric  ton 
($6.67  per  100  pounds),  f.o.b.    The  total  cost  will  be  $1+, ^00, 000.  Central 
Trust  of  China  representatives  acted  as  agents  of  the  Nationalist  China 
Government  in  arranging  the  terms  of  sale.    As  part  of  the  bargain, 
Taiwan  will  donate  an  additional  210  metric  tons  of  rice  to  the  Republic 
of  Korea. 
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TURKEY  BOOSTS  GRAIN 
SUPPORT  PRICES 

Support  prices  for  grain  marketed  by  Turkish  farmers  during  their 
1957-58  marketing  season  (June-May)  have  been  raised  substantially  above 
those  in  effect  during  the  two  preceding  seasons.    Wheat  prices,  with 
one  exception,  have  been  advanced  approximately  33  l/3  percent  and  other 
grain  prices  2h  to  28  percent. 

Turkish  policy  in  recent  years  has  been  to  encourage  an  expansion  in 
production  of  grains  for  export.  To  that  end,  the  government's  Soils 
Products  Office  (Toprak  Mahsulleri  Ofisi),  usually  referred  to  as  Toprak, 
stands  ready  each  year  to  purchase  at  guaranteed  prices  all  of  the  grain 
offered  to  it  by  farmers.  Since  1955-56,  however,  the  country  has  been  a 
net  importer  of  grains,  especially  wheat,  mainly  because  of  low  yields  as 
a  result  of  drought. 

GRAINS:    Turkey,  support  prices,  1955-56  through  1957-58 
marketing  seasons  (June -May) 


Grain 


Support  Prices 


1955-56 


:Kurus 

:  Do liars' 

:Kurus 

[Dollars 

Kurus 

[Dollars 

;  per  < 

per 

;  per 

:  Per 

•  per 

.kilo  ■ 

bushel 

•  kilo 

•bushel 

kilo  . 

bushel 

Wheat: 

Hard  and  soft,  average  quality    30  ! 

2.91 

:  30 

:    2.91  ' 

1+0 

:  3.89 

31  : 

3.01 

31 

:    3.01  ' 

hi 

i  3.98 

33  ' 

3.21  ' 

35 

3.^0 

:  ^5 

: 

29  ■ 

2.82  : 

:  29 

:  2.82 

39 

'  3.79 

Wheat  raised  in  Siha  area....' 

:    28  ■ 

:    2.72  ! 

28 

2.72 

•  28 

:  2.72 

:    25  : 

2.27 

25 

2.27 

32 

2.90 

'dhlte  barley: 

»  t 
1  1 

:    22  : 

1.71  : 

22 

:  1.71 

•    28  ' 

•  2.18 

:    25  : 

1.95  : 

:  25 

1.95 

31 

2. ia 

}ray  barley  &  Siha  area  barley. 

22  : 

1.71  ' 

22 

1.71 

28 

•  2.18 

/■Jhite  oats; 

■  t 
1 

:    22  ■ 

lilk 

:  22 

l.lk 

28  : 

iM 

:    25  ' 

1.29 

:  25 

.    I.29  ' 

!     31  ' 

•  1.61 

:    22  : 

1.1k 

22  ' 

•  l.lk 

:    28  1 

l.it-5 

1956-57 


1957-58 


The  support  prices  apply  to  grain  that  conforms  to  prescribed  stand- 
ards of  quality.    Discounts  are  authorized  for  grain  that  fails  to  meet  the 
standards,  especially  with  respect  to  weed  seeds  and  other  foreign  matter. 
Farmers  may  sell  grain  at  uncontrolled  prices  in  Turkey's  commercial  markets. 
However,  they  do  not  ordinarily  sell  to  private  traders  for  less  than  the 
minimum  prices  guaranteed  by  the  government. 
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Turkey's  Toprak  is  not  only  prepared  to  buy  grain  from  farmers  at  the 
guaranteed  price  levels  but  also  exercises  a  monopoly  over  the  country's 
grain  imports  and  exports.    In  addition,  it  is  responsible  for  transporting, 
storing,  and  distributing  grains  required  to  meet  the  needs  of  deficit- 
producing  areas  in  the  country,  urban  requirements,  and  military  needs.  In 
recent  years  Turkey  has  built  an  extensive  system  of  elevators  and  has 
acquired  much  modern  grain  cleaning,  grading,  and  handling  equipment,  mainly 
to  facilitate  exports, 

OUTLOOK  FOR  ISRAELI  CITRUS 

Citrus  production  in  Israel  next  season  is  expected  to  be  about  the 
same  as  last  year  except  for  a  decrease  of  5  to  10  percent  in  Shamouti 
oranges,  according  to  Mr.  I.  Rokach,  a  member  of  the  Israeli  Citrus  Market- 
ing Board.    Fewer  oranges  and  more  grapefruit  will  be  exported  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  Mr.  Rokach  says. 

The  Marketing  Board  has  decided  to  increase  orange  shipments  to  West 
Germany,  to  earmark  a  certain  quantity  for  the  Soviet  Union  in  case  it 
decides  to  resume  purchases,  and  to  institute  stricter  inspection  of  Valencia 
oranges  for  export. 

Prices  next  season  are  expected  to  be  lower.    Spain,  recovering  from 
its  freeze,  will  increase  shipments  materially,  and  Worth  African  areas  also 
are  planning  substantially  increased  exports. 

AUSTRALIA'S  1956-57  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
PLACED  AT  131  MILLION  BUSHELS 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  Australia's  wheat  and  flour  exports 
during  1956-57  (July-June)  exceeded  131  million  bushels  grain  equivalent, 
compared  with  the  99  million  bushels  exported  during  1955-56.    The  indicated 
total  has  been  exceeded  only  3  times  in  Australia's  history.    The  alltime 
record  was  155  million  bushels  in  1931-32.    Other  peak  exports  were  1^9 
million  bushels  in  1932-33  and  lk-3  million  bushels  in  1930-31. 

Destinations  of  the  June  1957  exports  are  not  yet  available.  Prelimi- 
nary figures  reveal  that  the  quantities  in  thousands  of  long  tons  taken  by 
the  major  overseas  markets  during  the  first  11  months  ( July-May)  of  I956-57, 
with  comparisons  for  1955-56  shown  in  parenthese,  were:    United  Kingdom, 
882.1  (519.5)  tons;  India,  6l8.5  (96. k);  New  Zealand,  265.6  (223.6);  Ceylon, 
209.8  (11*1.6);  Malaya,  167.3  (197.2);  Indonesia  128.9  (205.5);  and 
Pakistan,  128.7  (0) . 

Large  gains  in  shipments  to  India,  the  United  Kingdom,  Pakistan,  Ceylon, 
West  Germany,  New  Zealand,  France,  and  the  Arabian  States  during  the  first 
11  months  ( July-May)  more  than  offset  substantial  reductions  in  exports  to 
Japan,  Syria,  Indonesia,  Malaya,  and  Hong  Kong.     (See  table,  page  8.)  Final 
official  figures  for  1956-57  exports  by  countries  of  destination  will  not  be 
available  until  late  in  1957 • 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Australian  exports  "by  country  of  destination, 
July-May  1955- 56  and  195 6-57 


Destination 


July-May  1955-56 


July-May  1956-57 


Wheat 


Flour 


Total 


Wheat 


Flour 


Total 


-  Long  tons,  grain  equivalent  - 


Europe : 


Ireland   

France   

West  Germany   , 

Czechoslovakia   

Malta,  Gozo  &  Cyprus 


Africa: 

Egypt   

Sudan  , 

Mauritius   

Mo zombi que   , 

Ehodesias  -  Nyasaland  , 
Total  1/  , 

Asia: 

Syria  , 

Iraq  

Arabian  States,  n.e.c, 
Aden   


Pakistan 
Ceylon  . . 
Burma  . . . 
Thailand 


Indonesia 
Hong  Kong 


Oceania: 


British  West.  Pac.  I  si  J 


Miscellaneous: 

British  arGs.s.  n.e.c, 
French  Areas   


Equivalent,  1Q00  "bushels: 
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11,521: 
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17P  Q1Q' 

17P  Qiq 

18,005. 

18  OCR 

30  743 

i  q  RRn 
xy . ddu 

1  Q  RRf> 

fil  Q  xhi 

oiyo'+f 

/  -L  ,  C.C.O 

ton  R7R 

QQ7  ROC" 

1  74  6kT) 

X  ,         ,  100 

3,189 

3,189 

; 

i  o  <? on 

12,829 

1        t  o  con 

:  12,829 

31,210 

71     Ol  A 
31,210 

:  12,946 

!  12,946 

33,799 

33,799 

20,959 

\ 

i  20,959 

29 , 290 

:     29 , 290 

43,124 

:  43,124 

.         lift  17)1 

42 , 134 

42,134 

64,083 

!  28,964 

93.04J 

t             71      li  ol  1 

:  71,424 

65,009 

130,435 

73,570 

73,570 

69,239 

•  69,239 

:      68 , 926 

:  68,926 

1  Q  Oll7 

19,24-3 

1  Q    oh.  7 

!y,^3 

0 1 

_}0,  c*HJ 

7£  olin 
^OjttU 

19,679 

:  19,679 

,     21 , 615 

oi   Ci  c 
21,615 

6l8  ^00 

wlO  j  J\J\J 

.    128 , 65I 

128,651 

:  141,636 

141,636 

-  209,767 

-  209,767 

2/ 

:  14,497 

:  14,497 

:  2/ 

.  28,406 

28, 406 

!  17.959 

:  17.959 

.  20.250 

20,250 

20,865 

176,323 

197,188 

16,486 

150,774 

167,260 

- 

205,472 

205,472 

.  128,947 

.  128,947 

^  c 

:  31,644 

31,644 

37 

10,717 

.  10,717 

285.406 

2/ 

285,406 

91.301 

2/ 

91.301 

545,441 

626,453 

l. 171.894' 

923.864 

606,716 

1,530,580 

223,576 

•  1/ 

223,576 

265,597 

.  265,597 

 2Z_ 

11.358 

H.35S 

3/ 

12,668 

:  12,66g 

223,57b 

11.358 

234.934 

265,5?7 

12,668 

278.265 

32,116 

29,844  : 

61,960 

43,770 

41,851 

85,621 

9,827 

9,827 

12,470 

12,470 

26,503 

15.712 

102,215 

46.193 

29.507 

75.700 

118,619 

55.383 

174,002 

S9,?63 

83J828 

173.791 

1,571,066 

'  793.3S6 

2,364,452 

2,348,376 

902,881 

3.251,257 

58,653 

29,620 

88,273 

27,673 

33,707 

121,3^0 

1/  Total  for  indicated  destinations, 
included  in  British  areas,  n.e.c. 


2/  If  any,  included  in  "others".    3_/  If  any, 
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WEST  GERMAN  CONSUMERS  CALL  FOR 
LOWER  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTED  FRUIT 

The  West  German  League  of  Consumer  Associations  recently  issued  a 
press  release  calling  for  the  government  to  cut  or,  if  necessary , 
abolish  import  duties  on  fresh  fruit  until  prices  have  become  "normal." 
The  league  claims  that  liberalization  of  fruit  imports  is  not  enough. 

Fruit  prices  have  been  rising  as  a  result  of  losses  due  to  frosts 
last  May.    Prices  are  currently  reported  to  be  double  those  at  this  time 
last  year. 


CUBA  TO  SHIP  GRAPEFRUIT  TO  U.K. 

The  Cuban  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  announced  that  arrangements 
have  been  concluded  under  the  recent  Anglo-Cuban  trade  agreement  whereby 
Cuba  will  ship  12,000  boxes  of  grapefruit  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
October. 

In  addition,  13,000  boxes  will  be  shipped  to  the  Continent.  These 
were  announced  as  the  first  grapefruit  shipments  from  Cuba  to  Europe  in 
15  years. 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  DUTIABLE 
WOOL  DOWN  SUBSTANTIALLY 

United  States  imports  of  dutiable  wool  for  consumption  (entries  for 
immediate  consumption  plus  withdrawals  from  bonded  warehouses  for  con- 
sumption) during  January-May,  totaled  ^0  million  pounds,  clean  content-- 
approximately  3^  percent  less  than  during  the  same  months  of  1956.  Lower 
mill  use  and  larger  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  were  largely 
responsible  for  the  decline. 


NEW  ZEALAND  SETS  FLOOR 
PRICES  FOR  WOOL 

The  New  Zealand  Wool  Commission  has  announced  that  overall  average 
floor  prices  for  greasy  wool  offered  at  approved  auction  sales  in  New 
Zealand  during  the  1957-58  season  will  be  37.9  cents  per  pound  ex-store 
New  Zealand,  up  3.h  cents  over  last  year's  price.    The  announcement  was 
made  after  consultation  with  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  Wool 
Board. 

Floor  prices  for  slipe  wool,  entitled  to  protection  under  the  floor- 
price  plan,  will  be  based  on  an  overall  average  price  of  hi  cents  per 
pound. 

The  above  prices  will  serve  as  the  starting  bid  when  the  wool  goes 
before  the  buyers. 
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CANADIAN  INSPECTED  MEAT 
PRODUCTION  REMAINS  LOW 

Canada  produced  about  k-6k  million  pounds  of  carcass  meat  in  inspected 
slaughterhouses  during  the  second  quarter  of  1957.    This  was  22  million 
pounds,  or  6  percent,  less  than  carcass  meat  production  in  the  same  period 
of  1956. 

Inspected  slaughter  during  the  second  quarter  of  1957  was  down  for  all 
classes  of  livestock  except  cattle.    About  1,206,000  swine  were  slaughtered, 
instead  of  the  1,225,000  head  estimated  earlier.    Hog  slaughter  is  expected 
to  reach  a  seasonal  low  of  about  1,036,000  head  during  the  third  quarter  of 
1957,  with  considerable  recovery  anticipated  during  the  last  quarter  of  1957 
and  in  early  1958.    Current  high  prices  for  hogs  and  a  favorable  hog-barley 
ratio  have  encouraged  Canadian  hog  producers  to  expand  their  operations.  If 
present  plans  materialize,  pork  supplies  during  the  first  half  of  I958  will 
be  considerably  above  supplies  in  the  same  period  of  1957,  according  to  the 
Meat  Packers  Council  of  Canada. 

Inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves  during  the  second  quarter  of 
1957  rose  to  about  760,000  head--2  percent  higher  than  in  the  same  period 
last  year.    The  demand  for  beef  and  veal  has  remained  strong  throughout  the 
year  due  to  a  steady  increase  in  the  purchasing  power  of  Canadian  consumers, 
and  present  data  indicate  that  Canadian  beef  and  veal  consumption  in  1957 
will  set  a  new  record. 


INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER:     Canada,  second  quarter,  1953-57 


Class 

:  1953  ; 

193k  1  1955  : 

1956  ; 

1957 

• 

• 

  1,000  head 

 \  601: 

 ::  1,186: 

673:  693: 
1,109:  1,377: 
h5:  57: 

7^5: 
1A76: 
62: 

760 
1,206 

62 

Source:    Canadian  Livestock  and  Meat  Trade  Reports. 


U.  S.  HIDE  AND  SKIN  EXPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  JANUARY-JUNE 

United  States  exports  of  all  types  of  hides  and  skins  showed  fairly 
significant  increases  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  in  1956.    Over  this  period  exports  of  cattle  hides  in- 
creased about  32  percent,  calf  and  kip  skins  8  percent,  and  sheep  and 
lamb  skins  68  percent. 

Increased  purchases  of  cattle  hides  by  the  Netherlands  and  West 
Germany,  and  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins  by  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
were  responsible  for  the  most  of  the  gain. 
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HIDES  AND  SKINS:    U.  S.  exports,  average  1935-39, 
annual  1955-56,  January-June  1956-57 


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1935-39 


January-June 


1955       :  1956 


Cattle  hides: 

Japan  

Canada  

Mexic  o«,«i..<  ! 

West  Germany.,,,,,,* 
Netherlands ...... . « i 

United  Kingdom..., .: 

Yugoslavia  #t 

Belgium ••••••«•••••< 

Others  ...♦,:_ 

Total  :" 


1.000 
pieces 

260 
127 

1* 

3 

2h  s 
37  : 

y 

1 

  77 


1,000 
pieces 

1,251 
696 
778 
717 
783 
388 
125 
137 
 977 


533    t  5,852 


Calf  and  kip:  : 

Japan  ,  ,#: 

Canada. ......... ..# : 

West  Germany  ,,: 

Netherlands  ,»,: 

United  Kingdom...,,: 
Belgium, .,,,,,.,.,,: 

Italy  : 

Others •• 
Total  


217 
170 

13 
25 
12 
10 
6 
72 


555 


857 
651 
73k 
U80 
363 
76 

la 

377 


1956 


1957 


1,000  *  1,000 
pieces    *  pieces 


1,329 
77U 
702 
U36 
285 
2l*3 
2U6 
21 
90U 


U,9lO 


1,033 
570 
783 
209 
98 
1*7 
ioU 

262 


3,579 


3,106 


596 
1*25 
329 
133 
168 
171 
183 
16 
158 


2,179 


: Increase  or 
: decrease  (-) 


l,ooo    ;  1,000 

pieces    *  pieces 


712 
KL6 
353 
331 
632 
198 
132 
28 
1*70 


3,272 


383 
3Sk 

361 
91* 
1*6 
26 
UO 

111. 


1,152 


1*92 
358 
311  : 
160 

72 

13 

71* 

87 


1,567 


Sheep  and  lamb:  2/  : 

Canada  •#.:2/l,009 

United  Kingdom  :  80 

Mexico  .....,:  2/  11 

Prance. ......:  %f  38 

Belgium,,,  :  u 

Others  :  81 

Total,, 1,230 


311; 
151* 
215 
90 

7 

67 


817 


337 
258 
81* 
88 
1*3 
21 


831 


11*1* 
173 
28 
52 
37 
9 


1*1*3 


229 
261 
U9 
86 
6 
112 


1/  Less  than  500.    2/  Includes  goat  and  kid,    3/  For  1939. 


71*3 


116 
-  9 

21* 
198 
1*6U 

27 
-51 

12 

12 


793 


109 
-26 
-53 
66 
26 
-13 
31* 
-28 


115 


85 
88 
21 
31* 
-31 
103 


300 
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AUSTRALIA  INCREASES  WOOL  EXPORTS 

Raw  wool  exports  from  Australia  to  all  destinations  during  the  first  10 
months  of  the  1956-57  season  (July -April)  totaled  1088  million  pounds,  actual 
weight.    This  was  an  increase  of  approximately  18  percent  over  the  same^period 
a  year  earlier.    The  value  of  these  exports  was  k9  percent  higher,  due  oo  the 
sharp  rise  in  wool  prices  this  season.    The  main  increases  were  in  exports  x,o 
Japan,  which  rose  by  ^0  percent,  and  to  Italy,  which  were  38  percenx  higher. 
Over  this  period  exports  to  the  United  States  dropped  from  53.3  to  40.2  mil- 
lion pounds . 

U.  S.  SHARE  OF  U.  K.  LARD 
MARKET  DROPS 

Lard  imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  during  the  first  5 
months  of  1957  totaled  102.2  million  pounds,  compared  with  92.0  million  ior 
the  corresponding  period  in  1956.    Despite  the  increase  in  trade,  the  United 
States'  share  of  this  market  dropped  from  86.6  percent  for  January-May  195o 
to  65.8  percent  for  the  same  period  in  1957. 

Strong  price  competition  from  European  suppliers  along  with  a  decline 
in  U.  S.  domestic  production  was  the  principal  reason  for  the  reduction  m 
U.  S.  trade. 

LARD:    United  Kingdom,  imports,  quantity,  percent  of  total,  and 
average  price  per  pound,  by  country  of  origin,  January-May 

1956  and  1957 


Country  ' 

January-May  1956  . 

January-May  1957 

Quantity  : 

Percent  . 
of  total i 

Average  . 
price 

Quantity  ' 

Percent  . 
of  total! 

Average 
price 

United  States . . 

1,000  ; 
pounds  1 

Percent] 

U.S. cent si 
per  lb.  1 

1,000 
pounds  , 

7,220  : 
:  5,587 
:  10,379 
:  9,09^- 
:  66,883 
:  2,613 
:  hl2 

Percent] 

U.S. cents 
per  lb. 

■      3,k6k  \ 
:      1^917  ' 
:      3,911  ' 
i  223 
:  80,016 

:  236 

3.8  : 
5.3 
:  l*.3 

:  86.6 

.1595  : 
:  .1386 
:  .1270 
:  .1210 

S  .1^20 

7.0 
:  5.5 
:  10.2 

:  8.9 
:  65.8 
:  2.6 

.1830 
:  .1660 
:  ilkoo 

!  .1350 

:  .1760 
:  .11+90 

.  92,817 

j  100.0 

:  102,188 

;  100.0 

Source:     Secretary,  U.  S.  Packers  Provision  Agents'  Committee,  United 
Kingdom. 
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WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE  IN  1957-58  LIKELY 
TO  BE  LESS  THAN  IN  1956-57 

World  wheat  trade  in  I956-57  set  an  alltime  record  of  over  1.2  billion 
bushels.    This  high  level  resulted  largely  from  below-normal  crops  in  many 
importing  countries,  including  France  and  Turkey,  countries  that  have  in  recent 
years  been  net  exporters  of  wheat.    The  United  States  special  export  programs 
to  countries  such  as  India  were  also  a  factor  in  the  new  record. 

In  1957-58,  however,  a  different  situation  will  prevail.    Wheat  crops 
are  better  in  most  importing  countries,  and  France  will  again  have  wheat  to 
export.    Although  world  exports  of  wheat  in  the  current  season  may  be  above 
average,  they  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  below  the  record  level  of  1956-57. 


NEW  ZEALAND  INCREASES  TRADE  IN 
DAIRY  PRODUCTS  WITH  FAR  EAST 

New  Zealand* s  trade  in  dairy  products  with  countries  of  the  Far  East, 
negligible  before  World  War  II,  has  sharply  increased  in  postwar  years.  In 
the  11  and  one-half  months  of  the  current  season  (to  mid-July),  sales  to 
Eastern  markets  have  included  ^-.3  million  pounds  of  butter,  26. k  million 
pounds  of  dried  milk,  and  3.1+  million  pounds  of  casein. 

Countries  of  the  Far  East  are  not  big  butter  consumers.    The  principal 
butter  markets  are  Malaya  and  Singapore,  the  Philippine  Republic,  Hong  Kong, 
and  Ceylon.    Annual  imports  of  butter  into  all  these  countries  from  all 
sources  amount  to  approximately  11  to  12  million  pounds  a  year. 

The  Far  East  is  expected  to  become  increasingly  important  as  a  market  for 
New  Zealand  milk  powder.    India  is  New  Zealand's  most  important  market  for 
dried  skim  milk  outside  the  United  Kingdom,  importing  62.7  million  pounds  in 
the  year  ended  March  1956.    Of  this  quantity,  New  Zealand  supplied  20.8  mil- 
lion pounds,  Australia  19.0  million  pounds,  and  the  United  States  17,9  million 
pounds.    New  Zealand's  sales  to  India  this  season  have  been  approximately  22. h 
million  pounds,  a  record,  despite  import  restrictions  imposed  by  India  since 
January.    Much  of  this  dried  skim  milk  was  used  in  combination  with  high-fat 
buffalo  milk  to  produce  a  "toned"  milk  which  provides  needed  protein  for  the 
Indian  diet.    Japan  was  a  heavy  purchaser  this  year  of  dried  skim  milk  which 
it  is  using  for  animal  feeding. 

To  mid-July  this  year,  Japan,  the  major  purchaser  of  casein  in  the  Far 
East,  has  taken  3.1  million  pounds  from  New  Zealand. 

People  of  the  Far  East  are  not  great  cheese  consumers  and  New  Zealand's 
sales  to  that  area  are  small. 
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DUTCH  OBJECT  TO  WEST  GERMAN 
REQUEST  FOR  SQUARE  CHEESES 

Dutch  cheese  manufacturers  have  objected  to  a  West  German  importers' 
request  that  molded  cheeses  be  changed  from  the  round  to  the  square  type. 
One  Ministry  of  Agriculture  official  has  stated  that  the  traditional 
round  shape  is  associated  with  flavor.    Gouda  cheeses  are  round  and  flat 
like  millstones,  while  Edam  cheeses  have  a  "cannonball"  shape. 

Stronger  objections  have  also  been  advanced.    Square  cheeses  are 
more  likely  to  be  damaged,  and  manufacture  of  such  cheeses  would  mean 
replacement  of  expensive  teak  molds,  according  to  the  Dutch.    Some  Dutch 
cheese  manufacturers,  however,  feel  that  customer  preference  should  come 
before  tradition,  and  the  Dairy  Commodity  Board  has  devoted  a  general 
meeting  to  the  subject.    The  board  reportedly  has  in  its  warehouse  20 
experimental  square  of  cheese  which  cannot  be  exported  until  a  license  is 
granted. 

Final  decision  on  the  matter  now  rests  with  the  Cheese  Commission 
of  the  Dairy  Commodity  Board. 


MEAT  CONSUMPTION  RISES  IN 
COMMON  MARKET  AREA 

Consumption  of  red  meat  has  risen  steadily  throughout  Western  Europe 
since  the  low  point  in  consumption  immediately  following  World  War  II. 
Since  195^;  there  have  been  two  general  trends  in  apparent  per  capita 
consumption  of  all  types  of  red  meat  in  the  5  major  countries  of  the 
proposed  Common  Market  area: 

(1)  Apparent  consumption  is  rising  in  all  5  countries;  the  average 
apparent  per  capita  consumption  has  increased  10  pounds  since  195^« 

(2)  The  spread  in  meat  consumption  by  Common  Market  countries  has 
tended  to  diminish.    Although  apparent  per  capita  consumption  in  France 
was  li+5  percent  of  the  5-country  average  in  195^>  it  dropped  to  138  per- 
cent in  1956.    Conversely,  Italian  apparent  per  capita  consumption  rose 
from  h6  to  hQ  percent  of  the  average  during  the  same  period.    This  equal- 
ization tendency  is  evident  in  consumption  of  all  classes  of  red  meat  and 
especially  beef  and  veal.    The  rapid  increase  in  West  German  pork  pro- 
duction with  consequent  heavy  consumption  in  1955  and  1956,  distorts  the 
general  trend  in  pork  consumption. 

Although  meat  consumption  will  continue  to  rise  in  the  proposed 
Common  Market  area  only  as  general  standards  of  living  rise,  the  trend 
toward  a  more  equal  per  capita  distribution  of  meat  will  probably  acceler- 
ate along  with  the  gradual  freeing  of  trade  in  agricultural  commodities 
between  the  Common  Market  countries  and  the  implementation  of  similar 
agricultural  policies  within  the  countries. 
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CANADA ' S  WHEAT  ACREAGE 
ABOVE  EARLY  FORECAST 

Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  Canada's  total  wheat  acreage 
in  1957  is  substantially  above  the  intended  acreage  on  the  basis  of 
farmers'  intentions  as  of  March  1.    The  current  forecast  is  21.0  mil- 
lion acres,  compared  with  reported  intentions  of  19.9  million  and  the 
1956  total  of  22.8  million  acres. 

Acreage  of  oats  for  grain  is  estimated  at  11.0  million  acres, 
whereas  intentions  were  reported  at  12.1  million  acres  slightly  above 
the  1956  harvested  acreage  of  11.7  million.    Apparently  about  a  mil- 
lion acres  of  land  intended  for  oats  were   shifted  to  wheat  and  fallow. 

Barley  for  the  1957  crop  is  estimated  at  9.k  million  acres,  about 
one  million  more  than  the  acreage  harvested  in  1956  but  less  than  in- 
tentions of  9.7  million  acres  reported  for  the  current  season. 


INDIA  REPORTS  RECORD 
WHEAT  PRODUCTION 

India's  1957  wheat  harvest  set  a  new  record,  according  to  the  final 
official  estimate  released  recently.    As  now  reported  at  3^0  million 
bushels,  production  is  6  percent  above  the  large  1956  crop  and  is  about 
50  percent  above  the  low  level  of  19^5-^9.    The  record  outturn  is  due  to 
some  expansion  in  wheat  acreage  for  the  current  season  and  generally  high 
yields . 

Barley  production  is  estimated  at  131  million  bushels,  little  change 
from  the  1956  harvest,  but  about  25  percent  above  the  19^5-^9  average. 
Both  acreage  and  yields  show  little  variation  from  the  1956  estimates. 
Barley  acreage,  however,  shows  substantial  expansion  since  the  compara- 
tively small  acreage  of  19^5 -*9* 

Growing  conditions  were  generally  favorable  for  these  early  har- 
vested grains.    Some  damage  was  reported  to  standing  wheat  and  barley 
crops  from  heavy  rains  in  early  April,  but  these  local  losses  were  not 
significant  in  the  overall  total. 


NORWAY  TO  MANUFACTURE  PAPER 
MILK  CONTAINERS 

Two  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  containers  for  milk  will  be 
operating  in  Norway  within  a  few  months.    One  company,  Purepak,  located 
in  Buskerud  County,  reportedly  will  make  its  containers  under  a  U.  S. 
license  and  with  U.  S.  machinery.    The  second  plant,  Polycoat,  will  be 
located  in  Ostfold  County. 
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SOUTH  KOREAN  WHEAT 
MILLING  INCREASES 

Milling  of  wheat  flour  increased  sharply  in  South  Korea  during  1956  and 
is  expected  to  more  than  double  the  1956  level  in  1957*    Of  the  23  commercial 
mills  reported  to  be  operating  this  year,  1^  are  large  mills  and  9  are  smaller 
mills  having  individual  capacities  of  50  to  200  barrels  daily.    Owners  of 
these  23  mills  have  created  an  organization  called  the  Korea  Flour  Mills 
Industrial  Association  (KOFMIA).    They  are  producing  flour  mainly  from  imported 
United  States  wheat. 

As  of  May  1957;  "the  combined  daily  capacity  of  the  23  mills  reached 
21,628  barrels,  and  expansion  is  expected  to  continue.    Not  more  than  75  per- 
cent of  total  capacity  is  expected  to  be  in  operation,  however,  because  of 
such  handicaps  as  breakdown  of  equipment  and  electrical  power  failures. 

In  addition  to  the  commercial  mills,  there  are  numerous  small  mills  of 
a  cottage -industry  type  producing  flour  for  home  consumption  by  farmers,  but 
for  which  production  data  are  not  available.    These  mills  grind  the  locally 
grown  wheat,  in  contrast  to  the  large  establishments,  which  prefer  imported 
wheat  of  the  soft  white  varieties.    At  latest  report,  the  milling  industry 
was  using  a  mixture  of  three-fourths  soft  white  and  one-fourth  hard  red  wheat 
in  most  mills . 

The  3  modern  flour  mills  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  Korean 
conflict  were  destroyed.    Two  mills,  the  Dahan  Flour  Mill  in  Inchon  and  the 
Chosun  Flour  Mill  in  Yongdung-Po,  were  rehabilitated  and  in  full  operation 
within  a  year  and  a  half  of  the  ceasefire.    New  mills  have  been  constructed 
and  smaller  mills  rehabilitated  to  meet  the  continuing  shortage  of  flour  and 
the  need  for  greater  use  of  grains  other  than  rice. 


WHEAT  MILLING:     South  Korea,  1950-57 


• 
• 

Calendar  year           ;  < 

.  Large  1/  . 

Mills 
Small  2/  '. 

Total  . 

Annual  flour 
production 

:    'Number  • 

Number  ■ 

Number 

Short  tons 

!      I1,  ' 

3 

v 

'      II.  ' 

:  0 

:  3/ 

0 

'  %, 

:     3/  ' 

0 

•  3/ 

:  2 

:  ^07178 

:  0 

:  6 

:  1+379^9 

 :  13 

:       0  : 

:  13 

:  1U0.011 

:  9 

23 

:    5/  305,888 

1/  Mills  with  daily  capacity  of  at  least  200  barrels.     2/  Mills  with  daily 
capacity  of  50  to  200  barrels.     3/  Negligible,  if  any.  %/  Not  available. 
5/  Forecast. 
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ALGERIA'S  GRAIN 
HARVEST  SMALL 

Algeria's  1957  major  grain  crops  are  the  smallest  of  recent  years,  and 
total  output  of  wheat  and  barley  is  estimated  to  he  30  percent  below  the 
record  harvest  of  1956.    The  reduction  is  mainly  attributed  to  prolonged 
drought ,  which  was  especially  severe  in  the  department  of  Algiers. 

Total  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  2+3,6  million  bushels,  compared 
with  5^.6  million  in  1956  and  the  192+5-2+9  average  of  29.9  million.  Both 
hard  and  soft  wheat  are  sharply  below  the  high  outturns  of  1956,  but  the  re- 
duction in  hard  wheat  is  the  greater.    The  barley  harvest  is  tentatively 
placed  at  22+.  3  million  bushels — about  half  the  near-record  1956  crop  of  2+6.2 
million  bushels.    At  the  current  estimate  the  crop  would  be  the  smallest 
since  191+7. 

U.  S.  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
REACH  NEW  RECORD  IN  1956-57 

United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  1956-57  ( July-June)  set  an 
alltime  record  of  5*+6  million  bushels  grain  equivalent,  compared  with  3^+6 
million  during  1955-56.    The  previous  record  was  ^0k  million  bushels  in  192+8- 
2+9.    Other  peak  U.  S.  wheat  exports  were  2+85  million  bushels  in  192+7-^+8  and 
2-1-75  million  in  1951-52. 

The  5^+6  million  bushels  exported  in  1956-57  was  the  largest  quantity  of 
wheat  and  flour  ever  exported  by  any  one  country  in  a  single  year.    The  near- 
est approach  to  that  level  by  any  other  country  was  in  1928-29,  when  Canada, 
the  United  States'  most  important  competitor  for  export  outlets,  exported 
2+23  million  bushels,  against  U.  S.  exports  of  only  12+2+  million  bushels.  Since 
World  War  II,  the  United  States  has  led  in  wheat  and  flour  exports  every  year 
except  1952-53  and  1953-5i+.    During  those  years  Canada  led  with  392  and  288 
million  bushels,  respectively,  compared  with  U.  S.  exports  of  317  and  2l6 
million  bushels. 

Compared  with  1955-56,  total  U,  S.  wheat  exports  increased  by  almost  62 
percent,  while  flour  exports  increased  by  k-2  percent.    By  far  the  largest 
gains  in  both  instances  were  in  exports  to  Asia.    While  Europe  remained  the 
principal  destination  for  wheat,  Asia  supplanted  the  Western  Hemisphere  as 
the  main  flour  outlet.    Wheat  exports  to  Africa  were  down  about  68  percent 
because  Egypt  reduced  purchases,  but  flour  exports  to  Africa  showed  a  sub- 
stantial increase. 

On  a  combined  grain  equivalent  basis,  the  principal  foreign  markets  for  „ 
U.  S.  wheat  and  flour  during  1956-57,  in  millions  of  bushels,  with  comparisons 
for  1955-56  shown  in  parentheses,  were:    India,  66.6  (9.0);  Japan,  50. 0  (2+1.0); 
United  Kingdom,  39  .  8  (  22+. 9);  Yugoslavia,  37.7  (37.8);  West  Germany,  35.5. 
(16.8);  France,  30.9  (7«9)j  Pakistan  22.6  (k. 8);  Turkey,  21.9  (9.1);  and  the 
Netherlands  21.2+  (23.6). 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:     United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-June  1955~56  and  July-June  1956-57 


Destination 


July- 


Wheat 


June  1955-56  1/ 
Flour  2/ 


July-June  1956-57  1/ 


Total 


Wheat     :  Flour  Zj 


Total 


1.573 
4,025 

894 

2,508 


Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

Mexico   

Central  America  .... 

Cuba   

British  West  Indies. 

Colombia  :  2,915 

Venezuela  :  88 

British  Guiana   ; 

Peru   :  3,304 

Bolivia   :  2,544 

Chile   :  l,38g 

Brazil   :  l6,g48 

Paraguay   : 

Others   :  840 

Total   :  36,927 

Europe :  : 

Norway   :  2,033 

Denmark   :  963 

United  Kingdom   :  23,2g9 

Netherlands   :  19,675 

Belgium-Luxe/iibourg  :  7.085 

France   :  7, 944 

West  Germany  :  16,795 

Austiia   :  2,251 

Switzerland   :  1,711 

Finland   :  926 

Portugal   :  3, 29I+ 

Italy   :  6,084 

Yugoslovia  :  37.739 

Greece   :  13,242 

Others   :  2.390 

w~ 


1.0Q0  bushels,  grain  equivalent 


Total   :  145,421 

Asia  and  Oceania:  : 

Turkey  :  9 , 047 

Lebanon.  ; 

Iran   :  1,944 

Israel   :  g,66g 

Saudi  Arabia   :  301 

India  :  8,928 

Pakistan   :  4,837 

Indochina  : 

Indonesia   : 

Philippines   ,.: 

Korea   :  4,810 

Taiwan   :  7,409 

Japan   :  39,628 

Others   :  139 


Total   :  85,711 

Africa:  : 

Algeria  :  1,639 

Tunisia                           . . . :  '  724 

Egypt   :  18,617 

Canary  Islands   :  2,190 

French  West  Africa  :  li+7 

British  West  Africa  : 

Union  of  South  Africa   :  1,082 

Others   :  1.887 

Total   :  26.286 

Unspecified   : 

World  total  :  294,345 


231 
37 
4,274 
3.627 
2.553 

119 

4,829 
1,144 
274 
1,185 
5 


IS 


1,220 

23 
1,581 
3.928 

25 

28 


203 

1.033 
14 

3 


8,101 


51 
3.213 
6 
10 

1.951 

39 

1.667 
961 
4,844 

13 
1.340 


15,399 


4 
634 
11 

2.780 
1.880 


5,309 


50,244 


1,804 
4,062 
5.168 
6.135 
2.553 
3.034 
4.917 
1,144 
3.578 
3.729 
1.393 
17.736 

3.109 


58,362 


3,253 
986 
24,870 
23.603 
7.110 
7.944 
16,823 
2,251 
1,711 
926 
3,497 
7.117 
37.753 
13.245 

2,^3 


153.522 


9.098 
3.213 
1.950 
8,678 
2,252 
8,967 
M37 
1,667 
961 
4,844 
4,810 
7,422 
"0,968 

i,^3 


101,110 


1.643 
724 
19.251 

2,190 
158 

2,780 

1,082 

3,767 


JL52L 


344,539 


106 
71 

1,380 
3.378 

2 

2,863 
409 

3.893 
2.819 
7.385 
13.895 
706 

i.Q9j 


3s.ooe 


1,890 
3.542 
37.496 
17.834 
17.939 
30.895 
35.029 

2.748 

8,526 
3.273 
5.57"+ 
9.670 
36,500 
18.977 
2,233 


232.126 


21.917 

2,842 
10,001 

977 
06,569 

22,414 
1 


14,934 
7.614 
47.333 
1,339 
Hwi 


195.9" 


3,o6g 
1,071 
165 
2.565 

566 


g.572 


474,646 


21$ 
14 
4,302 
4.157 
3.653 

134 

5.931 
1,048 
499 
1,456 
118 
26 
297 
2_.692 


Ml 
24 1546 


970 
35 
2.295 
3.544 
23 
36 
"73 

_3l 

288 
3,284 
1,207 
624 
205 


13,027 


2,254 
44 

592 
3,028 
78 

205 
3,b03 
4,022 
6,115 
1,672 

596 
2.590 
2.492 


27.291 


142 

32 
370 

7 

3.768 
2,103 


6  422 


11 


325 

85 

5,682 

7.535 
3.655 
2.997 
6,340 
i,o4g 
4,392 
".275 
7.503 
13.921 
1.003 

JlJSL 


°2,552 


2,860 
3.577 
39.791 
21.378 
17.962 

30.931 
35.502 
2.785 
8.532 
3.273 
5,862 
12,954 
37.707 
19,601 

2L4jS_ 


2^,153 


21.917 

2.254 

2,886 

10.593 
4,005 

66,61+7 

22,619 
3,b04 
4,022 
6,115 

lb,  606 
8,210 

49.923 

3,g3i 


223.232 


142 
3.100 
1,441 
165 
2.572 
3.768 
566 
,240 


14-994 


_29_ 


71.375  :  546,021 


1/  Includes  exports  for  relief  or  charity 
figures. 

2J  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat. 


which  &■  e  not  included  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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VENEZUELAN  CRUSHING  INDUSTRY 
TO  FINANCE  SESAME  PRODUCERS 

Forty  percent  of  the  value  of  Venezuela's  sesame  crop  to  he  harvested 
in  January  and  Fehruary  1958— forecast  at  18,000  metric  tons  from  ahout 
50,000  acres —will  he  financed  by  private  crushers.    In  return  for  this 
financing,  it  is  believed,  crushers  may  he  accorded  a  reduction  in  prices 
they  will  pay  producers  next  year.    A  sesame  crop  of  18,000  tons  would  repre- 
sent a  50  percent  increase  over  the  1957  crop. 

INDIA'S  FINAL  RAPE  AND  MUSTARD  ESTIMATE 
ONE -FIFTH  OVER  LAST  YEAR'S 

The  final  all -India  rape  and  mustard  estimate  places  the  1956-57  cr0P 
at  1,033,000  metric  tons  from  6,211,000  acres.    The  1955-56  revised  esti- 
mate is  862,000  metric  tons  from  6,317,000  acres. 

U.  S.  1956-57  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
NEARLY  38  PERCENT  OVER  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

United  States  grass  and  legume  seed  exports  for  the  crop  year  1956-57 
exceeded  exports  for  1955-56  by  11.8  million  pounds,  or  37-8  percent.  The 
total  of  1+2,97^,000  pounds  is  only  Ik-  percent  less  than  the  record  195^-55 
year  when  1+9,957,000  pounds  were  exported.    The  year's  total  shipment  of 
alfalfa  seed,  17,060,000  pounds,  is  the  largest  on  record. 


GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:    U.  S.  exports,  June  1956  and  1957, 
and  crop  years  1955-56  and  1956-57 


:              June  : 

July  1,  1955  ; 

to  ' 
June  30,1956  ! 

July  1,  1956 
June  30,  1957 

Kind  of  Seed           :  ' 

• 

1957  : 

;  1,000  ; 

\    pounds  ] 

1,000  ; 

pounds  ', 

116  ' 

1+8  : 
388  : 
9U 

:  67 
.  0 

20 

:  15 
;  5^1 

1,000 

pounds  \ 

Ik ,063  • 
119  : 
!        2,665  : 
:  3,939 

660 

79 

!  637 

:  750 
:  8,283 

1,000 
pounds 

17,060 
737 
6,912 
1,930 

985 
2l+2 

:  623 
:  2,036 
:  l2,y+9 

• 

;  1,289 

':  31,197 

j  1+2,971+ 

1/  Beginning  January  1,  alsike  included  in  "Other  clovers";  fescue,  etc.,  in. 
~    eluded  in  "Other  grasses". 
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AUSTRALIA  TO  SURVEY  ITS 
WHEAT  INDUSTRY 

Australia  plans  to  make  a  broad  economic  survey  of  its  wheat  industry 
as  a  result  of  a  recommendation  to  that  effect  made  by  the  Australian  Agri- 
cultural Council  at  its  recent  conference  in  Adelaide.    The  council  con- 
sists of  the  Ministers  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Ministers  of  Agriculture 
of  all  Australian  States,  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  agencies  of 
Commonwealth  and  State  cooperation  in  the  formulation  of  agricultural  policies. 

The  survey  is  to  be  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the 
Australian  Ministry  for  Primary  Industry.    The  Agricultural  Council  pointed 
out  that  the  survey  is  especially  necessary  at  this  time  because  the  future 
of  Australia's  Wheat  Stabilization  Scheme,  which  expires  at  the  end  of  the 
1957-58  marketing  season  (October  31) ,  will  soon  have  to  be  considered. 
Under  this  scheme,  the  marketing  of  Australia's  wheat  is  the  sole  preroga- 
tive of  the  Australian  Wheat  Board. 

Growers  deliver  their  wheat  to  the  Wheat  Board  at  a  guaranteed  minimum 
price  fixed  at  $1.53  per  bushel  for  the  1956-57  season.    The  board  then 
markets  the  crop  and  passes  back  to  growers  their  share  of  any  net  profits 
made  in  the  board's  sales  operations.    The  guaranteed  price  applies  to  all 
wheat  sold  for  domestic  consumption  and  up  to  100  million  bushels  sold  in 
export  markets. 

The  Agricultural  Council  emphasized  at  the  Adelaide  conference  that 
there  was  no  justification  for  suggesting  a  reduction  in  Australian  wheat 
production.    On  the  contrary,  it  strongly  supported  expansion  in  production 
in  areas  that  can  readily  produce  hard  or  medium  hard  wheat.    It  also  stated 
that  an  up-to-date  survey  of  the  wheat  industry  was  necessary  in  order  to 
assess  structural  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  past  decade  and  to 
appraise  the  outlook  for  the  future.    The  country's  wheat  industry  is  now 
integrated  within  a  system  of  mixed  farming  which  emphasizes  livestock  hus- 
bandry and  includes  other  grains,  such  as  barley,  grain  sorghum,  and  linseed. 

INDIA  ALLOWS  FURTHER  IMPORTS 
OF  STERLING -AREA  COTTON 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  July  20,  1957,  that  imports  of 
about  in, 000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  of  1  inch  to  l-l/l6  inches 
staple  would  be  permitted  from  soft  currency  areas.    Most  of  the  cotton 
will  come  from  British  East  Africa.    Licenses  for  imports  will  be  issued 
only  to  mills,  or  to  importers  against  firm  (and  non-transferrable)  sales 
^°^ills>  on  a  first~come-first-served  basis,  for  shipments  up  to  September 

An  announcement  on  August  5,  1957,  effective  on  that  date,  permits  the 
import  of  an  additional  8,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  of  Egyptian  cotton, 
staple  length  over  I-3/16  inches. 
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EGYPT  INCREASE  COTTON 
ACREAGE  FOR  1957-58 

Egypt's  1957-58  cotton  acreage,  officially  estimated  at  1,886,000  acres 
on  August  5;  represents  a  10  percent  increase  from  the  1956-57  area  of 
1,715/000  acres.    Most  of  the  increase  is  in  Upper  and  Middle  Egypt,  (long 
and  medium  long  staple  varieties) — 693,000  acres,  compared  with  581,000  last 
year.    Cotton  acreage  in  Lower  Egypt  (extra  long  staples)  for  1957-58  is 
estimated  at  1,193,000,  compared  with  1,13^,000  acres  in  1956-57. 


TURKEY'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Cotton  exports  from  Turkey  were  181,000  hales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  during 
August-May  1956-57,  up       percent  from  the  rather  low  exports  of  125,000 
hales  a  year  earlier.    Exports  in  August-May  195^-55  were  185,000  hales.  In- 
creased volume  in  the  current  period  is  attributed  mainly  to  the  sizable  sales 
agreements  with  Western  European  countries  under  terms  of  the  European  Pay- 
ments Union  (EPU),  and  to  the  direct  export  subsidy  of  35  percent  authorized 
by  the  government  in  October  1956  for  exports  from  the  1956-57  crop. 

Exports  by  country  of  destination  are  available  only  through  April  1957. 
Quantities  exported  during  August-April  1956-57,  with  comparable  1955-56 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    total  160,000  bales  (11^,000);  France  55,000 
(29,000);  Italy  32,000  (1+9,000);  United  Kingdom  29,000  (none);  West  Germany 
18,000  (11,000);  India  13,000  (700);  Sweden  7,000  (kOO);  and  Israel  3,000 
(3,000).    Small  quantities  also  were  exported  this  season  to  Rumania,  Japan, 
and  Switzerland. 

Cotton  production  in  Turkey  in  1956-57  was  estimated  at  670,000  bales, 
12  percent  higher  than  the  600,000  bales  produced  in  1955-56,  and  7  percent 
above  the  1950-5^  average  of  62^,000  bales.    Cotton  acreage  for  1956-57  was 
estimated  at  1,500,000  acres,  down  slightly  from  1,520,000  acres  in  1955-56, 
but  3  percent  above  the  1950-5^  average  of  1,^58,000  acres. 

Prospects  for  the  1957-58  crop  are  for  a  slight  reduction  from  1956-57. 
Flood  damage  in  the  Izmir  area  with  the  consequent  need  to  reseed  many  fields 
will  tend  to  reduce  both  acreage  and  yield.    Conditions  in  the  Adana  area  are 
favorable . 

The  government  recently  announced  an  increase  of  about  25  percent  in  the 
1957-58  farm  support  price  for  cotton.    The  new  rate  for  Acala  I  at  the  Izmir 
market  is  equivalent  to  56. 70  U,  S,  cents  per  pound — and  55.08  cents  per  pound 
at  the  Adana  market.    The  agricultural  sales  cooperatives  will  purchase  cotton 
on  the  open  market  if  prices  drop  below  these  levels.    The  export  subsidy  in 
the  form  of  premiums  on  dollar,  sterling,  and  EPU  accounts  remains  unchanged 
for  1957-58  at  last  year's  rate  of  35  percent  of  the  export  price. 
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Domestic  cotton  prices  in  Turkey  have  increased  steadily  since  March. 
These  price  increases  are  attributed  largely  to  the  government's  export 
program  and  some  concern  of  mill  operators  about  cotton  supplies  in  1957-58* 


COTTON:    Turkey,  average  l/  monthly  spot  quotations  at  Izmir 
and  Adana  markets,  converted  to  U.  S.  cents  per  pound, 
selected  dates,  January- June  1957 


Date 

'  Izmir 

,  Adana 

,        Acala  I 

,      Acala    II  , 

Acala  I 

1957: 

January,  • 

:        50.93  ! 

:         46.82  ! 

45.89 

February  ,   • 

:  49.53 

'        45.36  : 

'  46.01 

March  

49.09 

>        45.16  : 

46.06 

April  ! 

53.91 

:        48.60  ! 

:  50.76 

May  ! 

:  64.24 

;         50.87  ' 

1  54.97 

June  ' 

82.34  ; 

:    No  quotation 

•  61.56 

l/  Average  of  4  weekly  quotations. 


Source:    Commercial  Exchanges  of  Izmir  and  Adana 

Total  cotton  consumption  in  Turkey  in  1956-57  is  expected  to  be  about 
480,000  bales.    This  would  be  an  increase  of  13  percent  from  the  425,000 
bales  consumed  in  1955-56.    These  figures  on  total  cotton  consumption  in- 
clude about  45,000  bales  annually  for  nonmill  use  in  bedding  and  padding, 
and  for  other  domestic  purposes.    Cotton  stocks  on  May  1,  1957;  were  re- 
ported at  207,000  bales,  compared  with  196,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 


INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  MAY 

Officially  reported  copra  exports  from  Indonesia  in  May,  preliminarily 
estimated  at  21,188  long  tons  gross  weight,  were  nearly  double  those  of 
April  but  were  8  percent  below  exports  in  May  1956. 

Cumulative  copra  exports  during  January -May  of  105,847  long  tons  were 
up  one-half  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 

Other  officially  reported  exports  in  April  were:    palm  kernels — 3>38l 
short  tons,  palm  oil — 5*636  short  tons,  and  copra  cake — 7,989  long  tons. 
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CANADA  REPORTS  RECORD  FLAXSEED 
AND  SOYBEAN  ACREAGES 

Canadian  farmers  have  planted  record  acreages  to  flaxseed  and 
soybeans  this  year,  judging  from  preliminary  estimates  of  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics, 

While  the  acreage  in  flaxseed  now  is  placed  at  3;  ^-86, 000  acres,  k 
percent  below  indicated  intentions  announced  early  in  the  season  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  1,  1957) ;  it  is  11  percent  greater 
than  the  record  acreage  planted  in  1956. 

Hot,  dry  weather  is  reported  to  have  damaged  the  flaxseed  crop 
considerably,  and  the  average  yield  is  not  likely  to  reach  the  11.1- 
bushel  record  of  1956.    With  a  national  average  yield  equal  to  the  10- 
year  (19^-7-56)  average  of  9«^+  bushels,  1957  production  would  approach 
33  million  bushels.    Production  in  1956  was  3^«9  million  bushels. 

Soybean  acreage,  estimated  at  a  record  255;000  acres,  is  18  per- 
cent greater  than  farmers'  intentions  had  indicate  in  March  and  1,000 
acres  larger  than  the  previous  record  acreage  planted  in  195^« 

At  the  10-year  (19^-7-56)  average  yield  of  22.3  bushels  per  acre, 
output  of  soybeans  in  1957  could  exceed  5  million  bushels.  Production 
in  1956  was  ^,9  million  bushels, 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS  IN  JUNE 
CONTINUE  FAVORABLE  TREND 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  June  1957  were 
553;000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (525,000  running  bales),  20  percent 
below  exports  of  692,000  bales  in  May  but  the  highest  exports  for 
June  since  1950.    They  were  more  than  twice  the  exports  of  2^7; 000 
bales  in  June  1956. 

Exports  during  the  11 -months,  August -June  1956-57;  were  7;  ^+75;  000 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (7;175;000  running  bales),  more  than  three 
times  as  large  as  exports  of  2,180,000  bales  a  year  ago. 

Heavy  volume  continued  to  most  Western  European  countries,  Japan, 
Canada,  India,  the  Republic  of  Korea,  and  Taiwan.    Total  exports  during 
the  1956-57  season  are  now  expected  to  be  about  7«6  million  running 
bales  (7.9  million  bales  of  500  pounds  gross). 

Sales  under  the  1956-57  export  program,  for  export  prior  to  August 
15;  1957;  were  7,7^7,200  running  bales  as  of  August  6,  1957;  the  last 
opening  of  bids  for  this  program.    Sales  under  the  1957-58  program,  for 
export  between  August  16,  1957  and  July  31,  1958;  totaled  3,600,880 
running  bales  as  of  August  6,  1957 • 
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COTTON:    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39  and  1955-59, 
annual  1955  and  1955,  and  August-June  1955-56  and  1956-57 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 

:       Year  beginning  August  1  :  August  -  June  

Country  of  destination    :        Average       :        _    :  :  _ 
 :1935-39 ^gSS3S*    199i  '  jgg  :19g-^.19$6-57 


Austria  :  0 

Belgium  :  169 

Denmark  :  33 

Finland  :  35 

France  :  662 

Germany,  West  :  511 

Italy  :  hh2 

Netherlands  :  107 

Norway  :  17 

Portugal  :  36 

Spain  :  108 

Sweden  :  ll£ 

Switzerland  :  11 

United  Kingdom  :  1,356 

Yugoslavia  :  17 

Other  Europe  Q/  276 


0/  36 
131 
35 
21 
575 
350 
1*89 
131 
7 

% 

12 

26 
588 
57 
5/159 


1^000 


Total  Europe  :  3,885 


Canada  

Cuba  

Israel  

Hong  Kong  , 

India  

Indonesia  

Korea,  Rep.  of  

Japan.  

Philippines,  Rep.  of, 

Taiwan  (Formosa)  

Bolivia  

Chile  

Colombia  

French  N.  Africa  

Australia  


. . :  301 

. . :  11 

:::  1 

..:  1,152 

..:  2 

::;  K 

..:  9 

..:  20 

..:  5/ 

..:  9 

Other  countries  :7/  155 


Czechc 


Total  500-lb.  bales..: 
Total  running  bales. . :' 


5^ 


2,555 


275 
16 
5 
35 

86 
5 
58 
585 
5 
1 
2 
20 
25 
5 
7 

8/  Ii03 


Ut065 


IT 

66 
21 

13 
516 
350 
259 
95 
12 
11 
197 
51 
37 
k21 
103 
9 


bales 


~18 
30 
3 
16 
178 
75 
105 
17 

% 

153 
10 

15 
153 
109 
6 


2,066 


307 
19 
20 
6 
61 
27 
170 
678 
8 

120 

5 

10 
2 
12 
52 
22 


881 


3,585 

Sfirr 


75 
11 
15 
55 
9 

15 
135 

873 
12 

125 
13 
15 
27 
6 
28 
37 


2,320 

0& 


17 
15 
3 

16 
177 

71 
103 
7 

K 

153 
10 
13 
128 
100 
5 


812 


72 
11 
11 
51 
9 
15 
122 
829 
12 
125 
13 
15 
27 
6 
28 
35 


2,080 


50 
322 
23 
29 
526 
1,005 
683 
253 
20 
89 
175 
105 
119 
985 
150 
 33. 


M2l 


358 
30 
19 
87 

291 
51 

198 
1,578 
35 

161 
11 
71 
50 
16 
76 

100 


7,575 

TOT 


2/  Less  than  500  bales.    3/  Includes  Poland  180,  and 


-year  average. 

Jzechoslovakia  65.         Includes  Poland  69,  Czechoslovakia  57,  and  Greece  21, 
5/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.    6/  3-year  average.    7/  Includes 
China  117  and  French  Indochina  22.    8/  Includes  China  501. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


26 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  75,  No.  7 


WEST  GERMANY:     TABLE  GRAPES 
FROM  DOLLAR  AREA 

West  Germany  announced  August  7  in  its  Federal  Bulletin  that  the  dead- 
line date  for  applications  for  import  licenses  for  fresh  table  grapes  is 
December  30,  1957,  and  for  customs  clearance  March  31,  1958.    The  import 
possibilities  are  officially  reported  as  "generous,"  though  no  value  limit 
has  been  published. 

SWEDEN  LIBERALIZES 
MEAT  IMPORTS 

Sweden  has  removed  license  restrictions  on  imports  from  the  dollar  area 
of  mutton,  smoked  or  salted  beef  and  horsemeat,  and  of  variety  meats. 

Previously,  imports  of  these  commodities  had  been  liberalized  for  OEEC 
(Organization  for  European  Economic  Cooperation)  countries  only.  Sweden  is 
an  important  importer  of  U.  S.  variety  meats  and  horsemeat. 

U.  S.  1956-57  EXPORTS  OF  FLAXSEED,  LINSEED  OIL, 
AND  LINSEED  CAKE  AND  MEAL  DOWN  SHARPLY 

United  States  exports  of  flaxseed,  linseed  oil,  and  linseed  oilcake 
and  meal  declined  sharply  in  the  marketing  year  July-June  1956-57 .  Flax- 
seed exports  at  2.9  million  bushels  were  less  than  one-third  the  1955-56 
volume.    Linseed  oil  exports  at  77. 9  million  pounds  and  linseed  cake  and 
meal  exports  at  73,000  tons  were  roughly  one-half  the  1955-56  exports. 

The  quantity  of  linseed  oil  exported  in  the  year  ending  June  1957 
represented  only  one-fourth  the  large  shipments  of  195^-55  which  resulted 
from  sizeable  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (CCC)  sales  at  competitive 
prices  from  stocks  accumulated  in  earlier  years. 

The  decline  in  flaxseed  exports  from  the  previous  year  reflected  the 
sharp  drop  in  sales  to  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  France,  and  Canada.  Over 
two-thirds  of  the  decrease  in  oil  exports  was  in  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom.     Quantities  of  oil  which  went  to  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands, 
Canada,  and  Pakistan  also  were  significantly  smaller  than  in  1955-56. 

About  60  percent  of  the  decline  in  exports  of  linseed  oilcake  and 
meal  is  due  to  smaller  takings  by  the  Netherlands  and  Canada.  Belgium, 
Finland,  France,  and  West  Germany  also  reduced  their  purchases  sharply. 
(See  table  on  page  27.) 
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FLAXSEED,  LINSEED  OIL,  LINSEED  CAKE  AND  MEAL:    United  States  exports,  marketing  years  July-June  1953-5%  through  1956-57 


:  1953-54 

1954-55 

1955-56  1/ 

1956-57  ±/ 

'■  Flaxseed 

Linseed 
oil  2/ 

Linseed 

cake 
and  meal 

Flaxseed 

Linseed 

oil  2/ 

Linseed 

cake 
and  meal 

Flaxseed 

Linseed 

oil  Zj 

Linseed 

cake 
and  meal 

Flaxseed 

Linseed 

oil  2/ 

: Linseed 

cake 
and  meal 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

1,000 
pounds 

Short 
tons 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
pounds 

Short 
tons 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
pounds 

Short 
tons 

1,000 
bushels 

:  1,000 
pounds 

.  Short 
tons 

I 

i  1 



51 
1,805 

12 

53 
3 
11 

61 

56 
6,974 

35 

30 
306 
10 

7 

: 

145 
1,904 
21 

694 

51 

950 
22,721 

17 
40 
65 
20 
1,096 



1,011 

30 

• 

4,980 
1,028 

:  17 

475 
5 
9 

1 

:  1,591 
25,428 
:  50 

"36 

30 
1,249 

• 

152 

1 

i   

919 
1,216 

:  22 

:  3 

3 

':  566 
:  7,752 
10 

l  40 
':  466 

:  5 

1,996 

7,411 

7 

2,815 

24,909 

l,04l 

6,515 

28,384 

153 

2,163 

8,834 

:  373 
:  73 

14 

1,120 

2,202 
223 

21 

5,230 
1,100 

510 
20 
1,183 

22,698 

330 
8,249 

2,845 

2,087 
228 

7,522 
22 

86 

16, 549 

547 
13,360 
5,484 
12,643 
3,851 
9,710 

751 
390 

7,106 
4,017 

7,125 
7,26l 

8, 322 

:  211 
:  1,588 

:  74 

... 

672 
267, 533 

7 

"38 
30,025 
1,113 



3,080 



193 

2,720 
255 

213 
1,702 
12 



291,498 

13 

5,953 
15,442 

36 
3,345 
371 

50 
25 

663 
46,119 

613 

806 
55,854 

1,570 
602 
62, 352 

1,655 
2,032 
2,586 



887 

101 

43 

41,109 

4,422 

1,144 
12,655 

30 

55 

36,952 

4,405 
30 

:    2, 333 

299,388 

4,200 

7,520 

312,927 

39,320 

8,987 

128,234 

116, 392 

2,129 

70,496 

64,180 

39 

7 
3 

7 

368 
2 
40 
4 

— 

44 
604 
U 

— 

29 

714 
264 

10 

"43 

325 

16 

297 
2, 514 
1,039 
45 

— 

663 

33 

231 
577 
594 
1,338 
1 

— 

5 

4 

6 

8 

389 

30 

:  39 

431 

5 

646 

1,011 

16 

368 

3,919 

663 

3,163 

30 

21 

61 

30 

42 
60 
27 

33 
2 

16 

:  — 
:  1 
:  — 

20 

150 

482 
9 

30 
100 

11 

— 

1 

— 

7 

23 
109 
22 
15 
572 

164 
— 

13 
— 

81 
**ox 

~66 
250 

il 
— 

4 
747 
10 

34 

308 

344 
10 

— 

:  1 

690 

141 

1 

809 

164 

13 

908 

184 

1/ 

1,119 

354 

:  7 

30 

110 
576 
60 

:  7 

30 

746 

:  2 

13 

7 

40 

1 

:  2 

13 

7 

40 

1 

:  2,387 

302, 548 

11,757 

8,176 

317,569 

4/64,489 

5710,444 

1/139,790 

1/145,020 

6/2,948 

6/77,916 

73,398 

Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


North  America: 

Barbados  

Canada  

Cuba  

Honduras  

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands. 

Mexico  

Netherland  Antilles  

Panama  

Trinidad  

Other  

Total  


Europe: 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg. 

Denmark  

Finland  

France  

West  Germany  

Iceland  

Ireland  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Jugoslavia  

Total  


Asia: 

India  

Israel  

Japan  

Korea  

Pakistan  

Philippines. . . . 

Taiwan  

Thailand  

Other  


Total  

South  America: 

Bolivia  

Brazil  

British  Guiana. . 

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Peru  

Venezuela  

Other  

Total  

Africa: 

Hsrocco  

Spanish  Africa. . 

Other  

Total  

Oceania: 

Australia  

Other  

Total  


Grand  total. 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  Crude  and  refined  oil  combined  as  such.    3_/  Less  than  500  bushels.    4/  Includes  40  tons  whose  destination  is  not  indicated, 
5y  Includes  35,000  bushels  of  flaxseed,  213,000  pounds  of  oil  and  bO  tons  of  cake  and  meal  whose  destination  is  not  indicated,    6/  Includes  3,000 
bushels  of  flaxseed  and  229,000  pounds  of  oil  whose  destination  is  not  indicated. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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INDIA'S  FLAXSEED  PRODUCTION 
DOWN  IN  1956-57 

India's  1956-57  flaxseed  production  is  placed  at  13,960,000  bushels 
from  3;758,000  acres,  according  to  the  final  official  estimate.    This  esti- 
mate reflects  a  decline  of  16  percent  from  the  partially  revised  final  1955- 
56  output  of  16,560,000  bushels  from  3,781,000  acres.    Moreover,  it  is  13 
percent  less  than  indicated  earlier. 

WEST  GERMAN  OILCAKE  AND  MEAL 
CONSUMPTION  INCREASES 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  mixed  feed  industry,  domestic  consumption 
of  oilcake  and  meal  in  West  Germany  has  been  increasing  (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  July  15,  1957).    During  the  crop  year  1956-57,  an  estimated 
800,000  metric  tons  will  be  consumed,  compared  with  73^,000    tons  the  previous 
crop  year  and  390,000  tons  in  1950-51. 

There  are  indications,  however,  that  total  oilcake  and  meal  consumption 
in  West  Germany  may  have  reached  practical  limits,  as  livestock  numbers  are 
expected  to  remain  stable  and  only  small  consumption  increases  are  expected 
in  the  poultry  industry.    In  1956-57  an  estimated  60  percent  of  total  oilcake 
and  meal  was  used  in  mixed  feeds,  which  have  been  composed  of  about  20  per- 
cent oilcake  and  meal  on  the  average  in  recent  years. 

West  German  production  of  oilcake  and  meal  is  almost  entirely  dependent 
upon  imported  oilseeds,  with  the  exception  of  rapeseed  cake  and  meal,  of 
which  an  estimated  35,000  tons --including  some  imports --will  be  available 
during  1956-57  for  domestic  consumption.    Farmers  seem  to  prefer  other  oil- 
cakes and  meals  to  rapeseed  because  some  of  the  rapeseed  residues  contain 
enough  mustard  oil  to  be  unpalatable. 


OILCAKE  AND  MEAL:    West  German  production  from  domestic 
and  imported  oil-bearing  materials,  annual  1953-56 


Oilcake  and  meal  from 

.  1953 

.  195^ 

1955 

'    1956  1/ 

18,900 
•  283,1+35 

15,^00 
286,762 

21,000 
398,535 

:  38,900 
5^-3,32^ 

:  302,335 

302,162 

Ii-19,535 

582,22^ 

l/  Preliminary 


Oilcake  and  meal  has  been  West  Germany's  major  feed  trade  item  in 
recent  years.     Imports,  as  well  as  exports,  have  been  increasing  each  year 
since  1951,  when  Germany  was  a  net  exporter  of  oil<-uke  and  meal  as  such,  i.e., 
excluding  the  meal  equivalent  of  imported  oilseeds. 
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OILCAKE  AND  MEAL:    West  German  imports  l/  and  exports, 

annual  1950-56 


IMPORTS 


Kind 

!  1950 

:  1951 

:  1952 

:  1953 

:  19  51.'- 

J  1955 

;i956  2/ 

• 

• 

:  9,289 
:  13,816 
:  22,156 
:    4, 308 
:  2,361 
:  3,032 

:  37,86o:  16,916 
:  23,4oo:  36,1^3 
:  52,734:  54,143 
:  20,31-1-7:  ko,hlk 
:  20,982:  16,356 
:  27,892:  12,128 

'  33,577:  33,203 

:  31,925 
:  6U, 161 

:  73,915 
:  70,820 

:  26,373 

:  9,637" 
:  6,344: 
:  38,090: 

:  38,046 
:  64,123 
:  75,309 
•  84,578 
25,557 
9,558 
13,375 
46,188 

:  36,539 
:  76,471 
:  85,080 
:  115,878 
:  27,109 

:  11,539 
:  9,846 
:  49,845 

• 

:  54,962 

: 216,792: 209,303 

:  321.265: 

356.7^4 

:  4i?.^07 

 — — — — — — —                 —  —          --^ji—        —  j^-i 

EXPORTS 

Palm  kernel  

Sunflower  seed. ..... 

5,378' 
3: 

1,111: 
1,001: 
560 : 
76,^05: 

29,511: 
18,236| 

:  13,954- 
:  10,338: 
:  15: 
:  2,636: 
1  2,750: 
97,774: 

48,585! 

• 

9,130:  4,515' 
18,775:  27,305: 
—  :  30: 
10,226:  10,665: 

6,564;  4,286; 
96,914:170,269; 
13,510:  3,104: 
35,746;  25,532: 

6,333 
26,123 
80 
1,556 
1,866 
234,108 
5,164 
26,965 

Total  

84, 458:' 

^7,7^7! 

176,052: 

•  • 

190,865:245,706! 

302,195 

Net  I  mports 

•  * 

: 112, 295: 

-29,496! 

169,045: 

33,251:' 

•  • 

130,4oo:lll,028: 

110,112 

1/  Does  not  include  the  meal  equivalent  of  oil-bearing  materials  imported. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  statistics 

West  German  foreign  trade  in  oilcake  and  meal  is  carried  out  with  a  minimum 
of  government  interference;  the  market  is  limited  only  by  supply  and  demand, 
trade  agreements,  and  regulations  or  foreign  currencies.    Thus,  importers  may 
sell  in  the  domestic  market  or  export  market. 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN 
JULY  HIGHEST  OF  YEAR 

Philippine  copra  exports  in  July,  totaling  88,515  long  tons,  were 
the  largest  monthly  shipments  of  the  current  year.    They  were  17  percent 
higher  than  June  exports  and  6  percent  over  July  1956  shipments.  Coconut 
oil  exports  in  July  were  7,698  long  tons,  an  increase  of  13  percent  from 
June  hut  nearly  kO  percent  below  July  1956.     (See  table,  page  31.) 

January- July  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil,  at  iiOO,367  long  tons, 
oil  equivalent  basis,  were  h  percent  above  the  corresponding  period  of 
1956. 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-August  was  $155.00  per 
short  ton  c.i.f.   .Pacific  Coast  (mid-July  $1^7-50,  mid-June  $1^7.00). 
Local  buying  prices  were  reported  at  2^.00  to  27-50  pesos  per  100  kilo- 
grams ($121.93  to  $139-71  per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing 


area. 

*  *  *  *  # 


PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, 25  D.  C.  Room  5922.  Telephone:  REpublic 
7-1+11+2,  Ext.  2^5. 

U.  S.  Trade  in  Dairy  Products,  Average  1935-39  and  Annual  1952-56. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FD  6-57. 

Status  of  Cotton  Purchases  Authorizations  Under  Title  I,  Public  Law  hQO. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FC  17-57. 

World  Sugar  Production  and  Trade,  1956.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FS  2-57- 

World  Rice  Trade  at  High  Postwar  Level.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FR  8-57. 

International  Trade  in  Dairy  Products.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  8-57- 

World  Output  of  Dairy  Products,  First  Quarter,  1957.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FD  7-57. 

World  Citrus  Production,  1956.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCF  3-57- 
Foreign  Almond  Prospects  for  1957.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FN  6-57- 
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COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July  and  January- July  for  years  1956  and  1957 


Country 


1956 


1957  1/ 


July    : January- July:    July    : January- July 


North  America: 


Cuba  

Europe: 

Belgium  

West  Germany  

Netherlands  

Optional  discharge  2/ 

Europe,  unspecified. . 
Asia: 

Hong  Kong.  

 Total.  

1/  Preliminary 


Long  tons 


:  11,U91 

:  48,3^2 

7,023 

40,765 

.(ll  i4i) 

(47.694) 

(6.623) 

( 39.214) 

:(  350) 

(  648) 

(  400) 

(  751) 

:(      — ) 

(     — ) 

(    — ) 

(  800) 

:  299 

695 

!  105 

2, 509 

113 

1,540 

:  517 

3,059 

562 

8,126 

870 

:  450 

4,450 

268 

:  12,458 

59,032 

7,698 

51,996 

2/  West  Germany  or  Netherlands. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


COPRA:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July  and  January-July  for  years  1956  and  1957 


1956  :  1957  1/ 


:  July 

January-July 

July 

January-July 

 Long 

North  America: 

159,269 

21,587 

152,174 

••:(  5,990) 

(  17,940) 

(  2,410) 

(  17,675) 

(139, 522) 

(19,177) 

(134,499) 

..:(     — ) 

(  1,807) 

(      — ) 

(       — ) 

2,000 

467 

7,867 

South  America: 

36,150 

5,310 

30,955 

8,065 

4,560 

17,960 

South  America, 

10,300 

Europe: 

7,500 

1,000 

6,000 

14, 500 

19,975 

36,075 

4,250 

29,634 

3,500 

1,500 

12,687 

142,882 

35,622 

205, 383 

3,000 

1,350 

13,351 

28,050 

3,500 

18,800 

West  Germany  and 

15,575 

7,000 

25,500 

..:    6,750  : 

43,200  : 

Asia: 

5,450 

3,100 

1,769 

6,784 

4,500 

600 

2,800 

:  520,016 

:  88,515 

552,970 

l/  Preliminary.    2/  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  or  Belgium. 


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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FRANCE  REVISES  ITS  CURRENCY  EXCHANGE  SYSTEM 

The  Government  of  France  has  revised  its  currency  exchange  rate  system, 
effective  August  10,  1957. 

The  new  system  provides  for  a  surcharge  of  20  percent  to  he  applied  to 
all  payments,  except  imports  of  coal,  steel,  petroleum  products,  sulphur, 
and  textile  raw  materials .    This  in  effect  will  bring  the  exchange  rate  to 
1-1-20  French  francs  to  the  dollar,  compared  to  the  old  rate  of  350.    For  the 
above-listed  items  the  old  rate  (350  francs  to  the  dollar)  will  apply. 

On  the  export  side,  all  rebates  formerly  used  to  encourage  exports  will 
be  replaced  by  a  20-percent  bonus.    This  bonus  will  apply  to  all  foreign 
exchange  proceeds  except  for  those  items  listed  above,  plus  textiles. 

The  new  exchange  rate  seeks  to  reduce  imports  and  increase  exports, 
thereby  reversing  the  rapid  deterioration  of  French  foreign  exchange  reserves. 
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